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MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS 

iTa meeting of the Board of Trustees 
f\ held December 20, 1909, the fol- 
/ % lowing resolutions upon John 
*• *■ Stewart Kennedy, Charles Stew- 
art Smith, and William M. Laffan were 
adopted : 

IN MEMORIAM 

JOHN STEWART KENNEDY 

TRUSTEE OF THE METROPOLITAN 
MUSEUM OF ART 

1889-I909 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

1 9O5-1 909 

MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

I 900- 1 909 

John Stewart Kennedy died at his 
home in New York on the 31st of October, 
1909. 

As Trustee for more than twenty years, 
as a member of its Executive Committee 
for more than nine years, and as one of 
its Vice-Presidents since 1905, Mr. Ken- 
nedy gave to the affairs of the Museum 
the same constant, regular, and careful at- 
tention which he gave to the affairs of 
every institution with which he consented 
to be officially connected. He was always 
to be found punctually in his seat at any 
Board or Committee meeting. From the 
outset he took an active, and on the busi- 
ness side, a forceful interest in all the af- 
fairs of the Museum. 

He was very modest in asserting any 
opinion on questions of artistic merit, but 
never hesitated to express himself in regard 
to the functions of the Museum as one of the 
great educational institutions of the city, 
and of its duties and opportunities in that 
relation. The important educational place 
taken by the Museum, from his point of 
view, in our national and municipal life is 
illustrated not only by his having given to 
it as large a share of his estate as is given 
to any other institution, but in his grouping 
it with the New York Public Library and 
Columbia University as one of the four 
residuary legatees to whom portions of his 
residuary estate would pass in the event of 



certain individual legatees dying without 
issue. 

His first gift to the Museum was Leutze's 
celebrated painting of "Washington Cross- 
ing the Delaware." With his customary 
forethought he consulted the late Samuel 
P. Avery as to the expediency of this gift, 
making sure that it would be welcomed by 
his fellow Trustees. He was quite aware 
of the fact that the interest of this picture 
is rather patriotic and historic than artistic, 
but it was characteristic of his point of 
view toward the Museum that this was no 
adequate reason against his presenting it or 
the Museum's receiving it — a judgment on 
his part which has been amply justified by 
the interested attitude of visitors, particu- 
larly the children from our schools, toward 
this well-known picture. 

Mr. Kennedy's interest in the Museum, 
great as it was, constituted only one point 
in his singularly broad horizon. With 
him, giving, whether of his own personal 
service or of his own means, was not the 
pursuit of any fad or gratification of any 
individual taste. It was the recognition of 
his duty toward his fellow men and of his 
sense of stewardship toward Cod. 

He prefaces the notable gifts to public 
purposes contained in his will by that re- 
markable passage in which he described 
himself as " Having been greatly prospered 
in the business which he carried on for 
more than thirty years in this his adopted 
country, and being therefore desirous of 
leaving some expression of his sympathy 
with its religious, charitable, benevolent, 
and educational institutions." His legacies 
are quite as broad as his desire. It was 
doubtless the same sense of duty which led 
him to give most largely to the institutions 
of the City of New York, in which he had 
been so "prospered," as well as to those of 
the country in which that city is situated, 
and equally consistent with that sense of 
duty that he should not forget his native 
Scotland and the Far East. 

His death brings a common loss to our 
city and country, to the many public 
activities in which he took an important 
part, and not least, to the circle of our own 
Trustees, to many of whom he stood in a 
close relation of personal friendship. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

WILLIAM MACKAY LAFFAN 

TRUSTEE, I905-I909 

MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

I 905-I 909 

William M. Laffan died at his home 
in Lawrence, Long Island, on November 

19. '909 

He was elected a Trustee of the Museum, 
a member of its Executive Committee, and 
a member of its Committee on Purchases, 
in January, 1905. He also served as Chair- 
man of the Committee on Oriental Art. 

Mr. Laffan was born in Ireland in Jan- 
uary, 1848, and was educated at Trinity 
College, Dublin. In selecting a profession, 
he was for some time undecided between 
literature and art. He spent several years 
in London and Paris, and in 1866 he came 
to the United States. 

He was possessed of a wonderful mem- 
ory, which became a storehouse of litera- 
ture and of facts, and from which nothing 
escaped. He could as easily repeat the 
Odes of Horace as give a digest of the 
Presidents' messages to Congress for the 
past twenty years, and describe objects of 
art which he had seen but once, twenty 
years before. He possessed such knowl- 
edge and personal qualities as endeared 
him to artists, scholars, savants, and all 
lovers of beautiful things both in Europe 
and America, and made him their chosen 
friend and companion. Unassuming and 
gentle in his own life and intercourse with 
others, his abomination was a hypocrite or 
a pretender, and by intuition he seemed to 
recognize such an one at sight. 

He had that quality of analysis and 
construction by which he quickly collected 
and correlated facts and then presented in 
clear-cut and simple English praise or cen- 
sure without fear or hesitation. 

Because of his own extended art intui- 
tions and studies and of the intimate rela- 
tions which he maintained with the art 
and museum authorities in Europe, his 
value to the Museum was far greater than 
the public knew, and for this reason its loss 
is a great one. His interest and devotion 
to the aims of the Trustees, and particu- 
larly to those of its President, for the de- 



velopment of the Museum, were unlimited, 
and he gave generously all that was in him 
of usefulness to the Museum in every de- 
partment of its activities. 

Perhaps not very often are found con- 
joined in the same individual in equal de- 
gree the refinement and sureness of artistic 
perception and the instinctive understand- 
ing of values and practical achievements. 

The depths of his friendship, like his 
courage, were undemonstrative, but with- 
out limit, and his personal intercourse was 
never of his troubles, but of his friends' 
pleasures and interests. 

The Trustees express in this form their 
personal sorrow at the loss of a loyal asso- 
ciate, and they record here their high ap- 
preciation of the services rendered the 
Museum by Mr. Laffan. 

IN MEMORIAM 

CHARLES STEWART SMITH 

TRUSTEE OF THE METROPOLITAN 

MUSEUM OF ART 

1 889- 1 909 

MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

1 896- 1 909 

The Trustees of the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art have learned with profound 
regret of the death, since their last meet- 
ing, of their late associate, Charles Stewart 
Smith, and they desire to put on record 
their high appreciation of his services to the 
Museum and of the very serious loss which 
it has sustained in his lamented death. 

Mr. Smith had been an active member of 
the Board of Trustees for more than twenty 
years, and during that entire period he 
devoted himself with untiring assiduity to 
the interests of the Museum. Being him- 
self a lover of art and a notable collector, 
and at the same time deeply interested in 
the welfare of the city, he appreciated at its 
true value the importance of the relations 
between the Museum and the city from an 
educational point of view, and was most 
useful and influential in promoting those 
relations to the mutual advantage of both. 

His active and effective business habits, 
which he carried into the service of the 
Museum after the close of a most honorable 
and successful business career with unfail- 
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ing zeal and earnestness, were of signal 
value to us. 

His participation in the work of our 
Building Committee in connection with the 
construction of the buildings which the city 
has from time to time erected for the 
use of the Museum, was most efficient and 
valuable. 

While his death is justly regarded as a 
severe loss to the city, which he had served 
well and faithfully in many capacities, his 
fellow Trustees in this Museum have spe- 



cial and peculiar reasons to mourn his loss 
— his death being the sixth in the wan- 
ing ranks of the Board in the brief space of 
six months. 

His public spirit, his fidelity to every 
trust and duty, his wise devotion at all 
times to the advancement of the best in- 
terests of the Museum, and his kind and 
courteous intercourse with his associates 
and with the Director and Acting Director 
will not be forgotten, and will not be easily 
replaced. 




